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By JOHN F. BARRY.

MEDIUM sl stockily  bullt
;\ man  of somewhat swarthy |
4 complexion  meekly followed |

fn the traln of the head walter of al
feondwiay hotel.  He svas clothed In
i nventionn! gparb of the Ameri-
et Lo iness man, and not one man
ndred wouid pay him the trib-
seenmnd glance were It not

perh oo for an empty right sleeve,
astabie Dancho Villa wos re-
procs ble for the empty gleeve., The
man woas Gien A'viro Obregon, the
veu! “primer fefe” of Mexico not so
st nt 0 nearby table and, fasel-
rited, wotched his every movement, |
!owoted the quick smile, the changing
P n widl and stern o8 he guve
th woalter hus order, truculent almost,
cn Lrimming with laughter as he
L L T g

Ve quick spoken, veliement
copvoraation of his friend, -

vod e T owatehed him memories |

roaviling thick and fast nh-rmti

ne. 1 forgor the chatter and laugh-
¢ the diners, forgot the blaze of

the artificlal palms, the tinkle

of Lo in the water glasses, The glare
wnd rosr of Broadway, the clangor of
urface cara vanished, and as the
nulfled roar of the subway dynamite
aronced

that another chuok of |
Muntinttan wais belng binsted out 1!
w4 lack once more In the eity of |
Mexico after an absence of three !

yOArs,

I remembered this aame 0bregnn|
seated one night in a neighboring box
in the Teatto Colon watching the ex-
quisitely rhythmie doancing of the
then fumous, perhaps still fumous,
Epaniah baMarina La Conesa, I re.
member distinctly intercepting the
look of disdain with which she an-|
ewered some admiring gesture of his,
That jook of hers expressed more than
all the words in the % orld the hatred,
the more earnest beca.se suppressed, |
which tha people of Mexieco felt at the
tims townrd the Sonora General. And|
sven though he must have known of |
this bitter fecling toward him Ohbre-
gon. with his coolly Insolent Insou- '

nnd priceless furniture which he eom-
mandeered, en ol nombre de la ragrada
caumsa (In the name oY the sacred
cause), from the mansions of the rioh
exiles to the city of Orizaba. If he
wore with Carrinza then why did he
not ship the loot to Vern Crus, where
the venerable First Chlef sat walt-
ing? Orimim s fust hadf way to the
city of Vern Crusm

Obregon was at the time alsn selz-
Ing all the autemobiles he could find,
his men were taking the horses, the
migerable, (Il treated coach horaes,
out of the publlc coches which they
encountered on the streets, He almo
emptied some churches and the well
equipped convent of Santa SYrigida.
All this valuable loot was glutting the
warchonses and the rallroad station
of Orizahn, not, as it should have been,
those of Vera Cruz. Even the presi-
dential chair, the throne of many a

 Mexican dictator, war ment to repose

within sight of the eternal snows of
Cwlzaba,

Then one morning the clity awak-
ened ta find a new decres, By that
time we were hecoming case hardened;
the only law In force was the law of
thoe deeres Fareleneras knew one
other, Article 8% of the Constitution,
which provides for the expulslon of

ndrsirnble gringos. They used to sy
In Mexlco—"Juan Pelndo” s good at
'mpravising cateh phrases—that thers
were only two articles of the Conett.
futton left by the revalution: “38 for
the forefener and 30-30 (after the rifle
nf that 11k) for the Mexican."

Clergy Held tor Ransem,

The new decree crdered the clergy
of the eity 1o pay ut once a rpeclal war
tnx of “2,000,000 pesos. This money
they wera (o rise among themselves,
Charitable individuals were not allowed
;n contribute; they would be handled
ater,

The clergy of Mexlco, T understand,
are not at all rich, statements to the
contrary notwithstanding. With all
tha will In the world they eould not
ralse g0 murh among themselves, They
told Gen. Obregon that it
done,

By thia time we knew that Alvaro

wns not the =ort of revolutionary

chleftain who took no for an answer,

clance, his deep seated contempt for |certainly not from a mere eivilian, and

the "civillana of a perfidious metropo-

s, #at alons In a box of the Colon |

Theatrs, the cynosurs of all eves, an
admirable mark for the bullet of an
amsansin,
Obregon's Ambitions,
|

About the time that Villa hroke |
with Carranza, in the autumn of 1914,
Chregon made his famous march ding- |
cnally across the repubic of Mexico, |
from Sonora to the clty of the Valley
of Mexico, |

The “simpaticos” Zapntistas, as the |
people of the metropolls named theml
as s0on as they found from practical
intercourse th: 't the men of Aoreloa|
were not &as bi. . as they were painted, |
promplly evacuated the capltal as
scon as Obregon with his 40,000 Yaqui
Indians knocked at its gate.
enly In possession a few days before
wa lenrned that he was a "doggone
dangerous man."

There can be little doudt that at
the time he had ambitions to oust his
chie?, Carransa. Thers was plenty of

n hated padre at that, so we watched
the eolumns of the ofMelal
breathlessly for the next step.

| Tt was not long in coming. An order |

| wns [ssued that all the clergy of the

vity, without distinction As to race or |

mnk or faith, were to appear before the
chi=f at the Natlonal Palace at 11
A. M. on & certain day "to diacuss the

hast way to allevinte exlsting eondl-

tlons among the poor of the clty.™ Any'
priest who falied to attend would be|quently law ablding foreigners if they

dealt with summarlly,

runctunlly; they dared not refuse.

untll
No waste

to!il them they wern prisoners
they pnld the two millions,
of words,

The hatred agalnst Obregon and his

He was | Yaqu! Indians roee beyond fever heat,

prople blasphemed when they whis-
pered hls name. The expected popular
uprising did not, however, materialiee,
ns patrols were posted at strategle
points throughout the city and great
gray, armored motor cars patrnlled the

cireummtantial evidence to support the principal thoroughfares, machine guns

popular belfef to this effect. Fer one
thing he was shipping all the fewelry

and rifias grinning through the loop-
holes, The priests refuned to pay the
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money aud the churchen were closed
Gen,
sively that he was & strong man,

| Then after a week or so came the
turn of the mere civillans, The blank
walls, churches and street corners were
ples<tered throughout the city with a
| new decree. A special war tax was to
e levied on all resl property Lused on
the ratable valuntion. Any one refus-
ling v pay would be summarily dealt
with

i There were to he no exceptlons; for-

olgner nnd natlve Mexlean alike had
| to contribute to “the sacred cause," It
;pfﬂd it would have mnetted Cibhregon

| some §$50,000,000 in Mexlean currency;

couldn’t be §4 wne the most ambitious foreed loan !

| any revolutionary leader had had the
nudacity to gemand.
breathless, '

When the merchants and husiness
men hnd got their brenth barck thoy'
 held hurrled mecret conferences. The
diplomatie representatives of the varfs!
| ous nations were pressnt ot *some uf|
these meetings. The upshot was that

to pay.

One diplomat reported to Lils Gove
ernment at the time that 41 wios pomwg-
lar bellef that Gen, (ibregen requived
the money as wherewithal to finance &
new revolt against Carranza. (‘onses
pald this ‘loan’ svould

In reality be

| as axainst another.” TForelgners had

| Ohregon locked the great daors and | no right to take such actlon.

| Tt was the first instance (n the his-
| tory of revolutionary Mexico of civil-
fans refusing point hiank to obey a
| "decreto.” The very temerity of thelr
action terrified the unfortunate mer-
chants. ‘The leading cltizens fort.iwith
went Into hiding.

When I look back on thoss days it
peema to me that half the gente de-
cente (better classen) wers In hiding
nll the time, and the greater part of
them some of the time. Any promi-
nent man who amiled, however casu-
i mlly. on any one leader wam a marlked

Obregon demonstrated mrlelu-l

It left the city |

every one was to stand pal and rrfuﬂoi

L
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| the city iuter on,
| the evacuating
hiding,

In the great fortreasiike old Spanish
house In which T lived we used to have
As many as ten prominent people a. a
time hidden behind drawn blinds. |
have spent some of the pleasantost
nights of my life with those escondidos
with music and games of all kinds, 1t
WaAR A constant miracle to me how
they could =tay so cheerful am!id the
desnlation that afMicted thelr unhappy
country. They ncver knew from hour
to hour when their hiding place might
| be discovered and they might he hur-

army or went Into

remsen s; s my vt zdUCAtion of Butchers and Sugar
D Hunt Two Small Incidents

end I declded to go over the |
top with Herbert Hoover we |

tigned for th. duration of the WAr. | g-em to know when prices go up. 1|

From the small square s!gn in the
front parlor window to the pledge cnrd
n ing over the kitchen sink our
h old s orgunized o help drive
the Larrendous Hun back to his native
leath and make him eorry he ever
aftit. And we are determined to fight |
to the lnst carrot. |

Go long as we eat most of our meals
outslde the house we get along. |

We are not satisfled merely to fol- |
‘ow. We also seek to lead, or Agnes|
Aons, at least. She has joined every- |
thing that is worth joining or every- |
thing she can get to and back the |
wmne day in the subway. Now she is |
‘everishly engmged In organizing =a
new assoclation, ¢«f which she will be
president, She told me about It this
morning.

"It in a perfectly corking Mea.” she
#nid  “The name of the organisation
fr the Boclety for the Education of
Rt hars™

"It sirlkes me that the butchers are
pre v wise aa it 8" T sald

" 'Hay ara able In arithmetie“ she
renlied. “They can multiply and add
44 perhaps no other clams of trades-
men, but they are slightly below nor-
mul in other branches of useful knowl-

! hive naver been able to put any-
thineg over on 4 butcher yet,” sald 1.

L #ven tried to slip one of them a
Caradlan dime in the dark ona night
91 s he was 2loging his shop, but I
et just uw well have tried to hand
Bim o hot river™

It iwnthematien the butchers are
rmenwe ! roplisd Agnes, Yand our new
“tv will not attempt to educate
alonz that line, but they can't
re 1 hinve struck flve butchers In
t'e st fortnight who can't read a
b Tl i)
“Toam amazed.” 1 declared,
Niindness of Rutchers,

wouldn't bhe if you did the
F " she =nld. "Two days ARO
i sn ltesn M the paper to the
t tho Food Commission had
nn poultry. The paper sald
wholesalers and  retailers  had
to 1. T wert to buy a chicken
aur butcher and he charged me
v rents 0 pound more than the
SErecment price. .

Ik here, my man,' T sald, *An
Rereement hay been reached. It was
&anounced In the morplng papiT,
Difnt you wee 7

“'No, wmadam, 1 did not,' he replied,
T dn't take the paper.’ A

" You don't take any paper? I
arlad

“No. madnm. Jt would be of no use.
I can't read. My wifte, she can read
& lile, but she's away now on a long
Vinit

"'Hut you can't keep up with the
Umes that way,' 1 sald,

- "

B prlcs

‘Terhupn It Is just as well’
plled, . 1

"Now, wouldn't that gat you? The
very people who should kpow how to
read have never learnid. Prices could
be reduced ten timea a day and they
would pever, kpow It. But they always

he ree

worder how they learn that?”
“Instinet,” I replied “They are won-

derful that way. Dut that's nothing.

I discovered n wvemetahle man the

ather day who had never hrard of |

Moover.”

“Instead of pending misslonaries
abroad T think It Is high tUme we be-
gan to educate our pe=ople at home,"
sald Agres, “Our new soclety will do
it, 100, We are golng to establish night
schools and first of &ll teach thoss
poor men how to read. After that all
will be eazy, Our members will teach
them, so thils = one war movement
that will not cost much money."

When T loft this morning Agnes was
busy on thes telephons organizing the
new movement, and when I returned
this evening the Bociety for the Bdu-
catlon of Butchers had besn duly
formed and the membera wers just
leaving my apartment for home full of
the pew idea.

“We shall subscribe for dally papers
to be sent to each of the butchers in
pur districts® sald Agnes, "and that's
all the expense there will ba. The
tenching will take but a short time.
We will atart with A B C blocks, Isn't
it magnificent 2

The best thing {n such a crisis Is an
evasive anEwWor.

“1 wish you luek,” I sald

And we sat down to our two dollar
and a hall steak,

I can't wee for the life of me why
any butcher nesd loarn how to read,

"We ehall spread the gospel of
Hoover among the butchers,” sald my
wile,

No Sugar In the Feuse.

December 4: Thin wana the evening
we were to have the Crebbenses at
dinner. We owed them the dinner, ac-
cording to my wife's bookkeeping, and
had heen owing It to them for three
years or hetter,

“But why did you walt until now?"
1 hnd asrked the wife, “We could have
saved $% on this thing Iif we had had
them, say, two years and alx months
ago."

“Well, it doean't mnatter,” she had
repted. “We must have them now,
It we don't repay them for that dinner
they will never invite us aguin"

“They never will anyhow,” T had
sald, *untll after the war. Tt lsn't ba.
ing done In the host circles any more."

Nut Agnes sald she never would feel
right until we had them, and I want
Agnes to feel right. [ am much hap-
p'er when ghe feels that way.

“Anvhow they are both light eaters,”
uho had aald,

“We huve never gsen them eat any-
where but In thelr ewn home" T had
replled. “"“People are always light
eaters there

Well, unyhow, this was (0 he the
night,

I found my wife In o state of deep
akitation whon | arrived at half past b.
The (‘rebbenses were to arrive at @
and there waen't a drop of sugar in
the house.

J“Not » drop” whiled Aghes.  “And
1 bave tried’ nine grocor.ia, There

Ixn't a bit of surar on Long Island.”

“Orh, yes, there §5" quoth 1. 1 had
an idea—one of those Inspirations
| which happen only once a year and
then generally turn out to be no giod.

“If you can find some sugar I wiil
tuke back every mean thing I have
over rald about you."

“Madam,"” I replied, “aa a dlscoverer

| T have Columbus dragging at the end
] of a long rope. About how many

lumps of sugar ean you get along
with?

Agnes 4'd some quick figuring, *1
know Mrs, Crebbens takes two lumpa,
but I don't know how many her hua-

| band takes, Perhaps we can get along

with five lumpe.”

Beven Times a Here.

“Better make It seven™ I sald I
waa In & generous mood.

I started out after kissing my wife
good-by and began to look for sugar
iIn & sugarless waste, I felt Nke &
Forty.niner starting for Callifornia
with a coffes pot, & alab of bacon and
an alrgun through a country infested
by Indians, \

Agnea gazed &t me out of the win-
dow and waved her handkerchlef. An
1 considered the tank befors me I felt
mora than once like turning back, but
if I wavered now I would never hear
the last of It. Agnes had not aaked
me where | was golng to get the sugar
and T was glad of that,

I knew of & ons arm cale about
three blocka from our houss, In that
cafe, as | remembered it, there was a
marhle topped serving table In the
middie of the room and on the top of
the table there was & square cabinet
Juat brimming with loaf sugar,

T wounld order a cup of coffes, walk
over to the square cabinet gnd pretend
to take only one lump, while T really
took elght, the ona I needed for the
coffee and the seven to take home In
my pocket.

1 walked bravely Into the place and
ordered the cup of coffen, took it In my
hand and started for the sugar cabinet.
Then T discovered that It had been re-
moved. It was & fine night for dis-
coveries,

"Don't you want soms sugar in that
coffen? anked the waiter.

“Bure,” I snid. “That's what T came
for.”

“"How many lumpa?™ he asked.

“Eight,” I sald, “and leave seven of
them in thes saucer by the side of the
cup. T will usa them as I nesd them.”

“You get two,” he sald, “"That's the
Hmit,"

“All right,” T said. *“Put one in the
coffee and one in the saucer,

Do you get me, nitting there and
drinking s=even cupa of coffes to get
those seven axtra lumps of sugar?

When 1 reached the Afth cup, T re-
memhbered that my wife had aald five
lumps would ba epough. But no, I
was the wine guy, 1'had told her that
seven woild be better,

With the seventh cup T had the
finest little caffeine jag that ever wan-
dered nbout on  ita own recognizance
among the ant hitla and advertising
slgns of Tong Island,

P

OVER THE TOP WITH HOOVER HAS ITS WOES

1 1 managed to reach home Our
jl.'lla!"!' wore there. T was [n a daze all
Ilh*nugh divner. But | had a vague
smmse of naving won In my rearch for
| sngar and having elipped the meven
| precioua impa of sweetness to my
| wife when 1 had come In

! Tt was worth a lonz |llness to prove
tn her that T was the sugar hero of our
parts

A thrill of consclous pride swept

[through my soul when Agnes poured
|out the coffes and asked: “How many
[impe* Mra., Crebbens®*

“None at all,” replied our gueat. "My
husband and I alwaya take our coffes
stralght.” 1 struck the floor and knew
no m

ore.
Terpedoed!

{ The doctor has fust left. He has

given ml §3 worth of Information to
the effect that If I take his medicine
and stay In the house a couple of days
I will probably be all right.

December 6: A man came to the
door this forenoon. I opened It gin-
gerly and he deftly Inserted his foot
in the Intervening apace 50 I could not
close 1t again. Then he began his lec-
ture,

“I have here a potate parer™ he
sald, “which makes tha parings so thin
you can read a newspaper throumh
them.™

"1 don*t care to read my newspapers
through potato paringw.” T sald Indig-
nantly. "It Is all I can do to under-
stand them clearly an it {n.*

“But, lsten * he satd.

There Is only one thing that wil
=poll my whols day and that I= to have
some leather hrained boodb bawl In my
ear, “Say, listen!'"

“T don't cars for a potato parer™ I
sald. "We always cook them with the
ekins on."

“Think of the paris grean with
which potatoes are spraysd® he In-
sisted. “You are llahle to be polsoned

“Perhapn it would be an well,” I re.
plied.

He pushed hia foot s Nttla Purther
Into the room and mald: *“This potatn
parer Is recommendad by food saver:
the country over. They only coat n
quarter, Herb—'

*Don't tell me what Herbert Hoover
says ahaut your potato parer,” 1 hroke
in. "This Isn't my morning to commit
murder, but T can do it If necessary.
Ninetern people a day stop here and
take Hoover's name In wain. Good
u,_ﬂ .

“Well, If you don't want a parer
maybe T can Interest you in this inter-
changeahle mop wringer and gas plate.
It ia & handy thing to have around the
house. Only a dollar.”

“Nothinx stirring.”

"Well, then, let me show yon this
vacuum cleaner, 1 sell it for #2, al-
thongh it's & crime to do It."

"N’n‘"

“"Well'san't you use a child's talking
machine? They are §5 and—"

“How much 4l you say the potato
parer sells for?" 1 anked,

“A gquarter,” he sald.

“Oive me one” I sald, "and then
xood day."

My wife wan out attending & meet-
Ing of the Rociety to Bave Catsup Bot-
tle Corka to Make Life Preservera for
the Montenesrin Navy, so I took the
potato parer and dropped it down the
dumbwaiter shaft,

MEXICO'S

SECOND STRONG MAN

Failure of Sonora General Mainly Due to Contem

n——— |
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Southern Peoples and His Unquenchable Demand for

Loot—Need for Law and Order Greater Than Ever

alista now rose higher than ever. But
there was no popular uprising; the
armored cars patrolling the majn thor-
oughfares were an effective preven-
tive,

The merchants were marched In
small squads to the various military
barracks and locked up. Thelr frienda
were frantic, Representatfona of all
kinda were made to Obregon. The
Diplomatic Corps protested. The pris-
oners woere set frees,

It was the last act of a theatrical
relgn, and hefors many days had
passed the Obregonistas were evacu-
ating the capital before the approach-
Ing menace of isolation between the
forces of the Zapatistas, who nearly
surrounded the city, and the then all

tax, were ordersd to eppear on R cer- |
taln morning at the Hidalge Theatre |
“to discuns with me the best means of
relleving the neceasitles of the poor.”
The order was signed “Alvaro Obre-
gon.” 1 should mention that Obregon
Insisted all along that he only nesded
the money “to relleve the misery of
the poor.”

Heaven knows there war need of re-
let at the time, as the food situation
was desperate. But It is an Interist-
Ing commentary that of tha lesmrer
forced loara which he had coliected at
various times since his occupation of
the eity, not one centavo had gone
to relleve the poor. Furthermors It
Is not without Interest to know thnt
when the grocerymen, in obedience to

GEN. CARRANZA AND HIS STAFF IN THE
CHIEF IS AT THE EXTREME RIGHT OF THE PICTURET

Nearly two hundred priests attended | taking sides with one political faction  man when that leader's enemles took | ried before the blank wall and the!
He either fled with ; Airing squad,

One of the most charming, cultured
old gentlemen I have ever met has
gone ingo eternity becnuse he aroused

of a faction of the so-called revolution.
(Chafing at his prolonged confinement
he grew careless and the secret ger-
vice discovered his hiding place. We
never saw him again,

Obregom Deflod.

Gen. Obregon's answer to the de-
flance of the civillans was an incite-
ment to the lower classes to mack the
eity. The officlal Gevernment paper
camo out one morning in March, 15165,
with fiaring headiines across ! s top
nf the first page:

“1 wiil leave the city at the head
of my troops sooner than orderT one
shot tn be fired againat the hunery
multitude should they rise up and
destroy the houses of the rich mer-
| ehants and forelgners.

I “ALvaro OBnEQON. "
I quote from memory but the sub-

jetunse (a carrect.
| on my mind

| Nothing happened. Forelgn volun-
teers guarded the legations, the prin-
cipnl =torsx had armod guards behind
thelr itron shutters, Most of the banks
wors protected by bands of well armed
Japanese. Forelgnera flung out their
respective flagn, Conmuls esealed, with
the official seals of their countries, the
doors of all places of busiress owned
by forelgners. The seals on the
American doors bore the stamp of the
Brazillan Legation. All business was
abeolutely suspended and the streets
were 1k those of a city of death—or
teTTOr.

Days psssed and nothing happened.
The strain began to tell on our nervea.
Then came the new decree!

All the Mexlican mearchants of the
city, who were subject to ths special

It (s graven forever

the enmity or s=usplcion of A leader/

FIELD. ';THE FIRST

another aecres, handed over nvenier-
Iea of all the articles of prime neces
sity which they had on hand and were
taxsd 10 por cent. of these supplies,
thiis e=elzed food was Immediately
shippid to Orlzaba. At the samas time
| the pvor were growlng more clamor-
| oun for food each day. '
| Were It not for the aplendld work
of the international committee, which
| raised funds and imported necessary
|foadulul'l'l. with great diMficulty owing
to the grafting opposition of certaln
1_1"!!1? military leaders and the uncer-
tatn rall communications, thers would
|hnve been & famine among the poor
| and the losa of life would have been
far creatar than it was,
i About 300 merchants, or representa- |
tives of the merchants, attended the
performanca at the Hidalgo Theatre. |
!The most dramatie scene possibly In |
| the history of revolutionary Mexico |
| toliowed. |
Gen, Ohregon entered a box sur-
irounded by a glittering staff. He was in |

! tull uniform, resplendent with gold
In uniform he s striking: under the
clreumstances Wla appearanca  must
have Lieen 1o the unkappy merchants
| llke that of an avenging demon. He
first ordered all foreigners to leave the
\bullding. Then he turned on the Mexi-
can business men and ho told them
some stralght facts.
| "You citizens of this perfidious me-
| tropalis thought to laugh st Ohregon
and his decrees, Ji4 you? he eald.
|“Well, T am hare to tell you that
| Obregon allows no man to mock him
(burlarse). I am Gen. Alvaro Obregon
of Sonora, gentlemsn. Before I am
through with my punishmant of this
perfidious city you will all know me,
Every man of you 1a a prisoner until
you obey my decree and pay this tax,
My wmoldlers surround this bullding,
| machine guns ocommand every exit
| You are prisonera. Good day.”
[ The hatred againm the Constitution-

groceries, vegetables and flsh
have given the huckater a new
standing in the community. No longer
are the men who peddle thelr wares
from horss drawn cartas looked down
on by thoss who were too dignified te
buy from the Itinerant marketa when
food was plentiful. Just now, when
prices are high, there ia no such word
um dignity In the lexicon of the frugal
housawife; economy Is the word which
‘ooms large In her mind and It Is grow-
ing more Important daily.
The increase In rents and inciden-
n] expenses and the riss in the whole-

THE prevalling high prices of

the burden of those who do business
In wtores, It Is no wecrel that many a
grocer, many a vegetable stund keeper,
many a fish dealer ln having a struggle
1o make both enda meet. The one big
ftem f{n rent; If they didn't have the
rent to meet every month thsy could
Afford to mell their goods At prices
lower than thoss now prevailing.

It s In the matter of rent that the
huckster haa the advantage; he doesn't
have to pay any rent. He can buy a
new wagon at a amall initial cost, or he
ean buy a msecond hand wagon and
have it repaired and painted, and then
all he needs In & horsa. And whoever
paw a huckster's horse which appeared
to be wsuffering from overeating?
Hucksters go In for horaes which have
outllved thelr usefulness In other lines.
They are particularly fond of cast off
fire horsen; they are present at every
sale of condemned fire horses held in
thia city.
almost as much money in buying Ivory
And eellulold ringes with which to
decorate the animals as they pay for
the horses thempelves.

* Having no rent to meet the huck-
star in able to undersell the merchant,

each month. The consequence In that
the huckster with his low prices just

now is In his glory; he has housekeep-

wle prices of foodstuffs have increased

in fact, mome pedlers invest |

who has to pay rent on the first of |

Huckster Is Housewife's Aid

| ers of moderate means running after
him. Time was when the huckster
had to do the running after the cus-
tomer, but now the shoe s cn the
other foot,

{ FEven thes ordinance agalnst unnec-
essary nolse In the atrests seems to
have been walved, for the police de not
make the hucksters use the mufMer.
One huckster mald thelr immunity
| came ubout because the policemen's
!w\ven have to pay high prices as well
| n8 everybody else, and they have told
thelr bluscoat huabands not to bother
| the hucksters until food prices come
down,

| At any rate the present day huck-
|atar Is & man of Importance. He's
getting mo proud of his own recently
elevated position that he will not lower
himmself by announcing his coming
with his customary cry. You don't see
them any more with thelr hands
placed nlongside of thelr ears, yelling
how many potatoes one can get for
10 cents or how much a head of cab-

|bage will cost. No; ‘'you have to ar-|

rangs your schedule to suit the con-
venlence of the huckster,

If you live In a back sapartment you
have to have a working arrangement
with the family in froat to hs in-
formed of the coming of the huckster.
If the family in front s derelict In
Ita duty the chancea are you will not
make any purchases that day. No
mora do the hucksters ring the dumb-
walter bells or whistle up the tubes
as they were wont to do In the days of
old; they have m dignity to sustain
now,

But the fact remains that the huclk-
aters are having prosperous times.
Women who never before could be in-
duced to buy from carte are doing so
now without the lenst reluctance. Tha
pride which once prevented them from
driving a bargain with & huckster just
hecsaure the next door neighbor was
looking out of the window has van-
Isted., The truth is that the neighbor
is dolng the same thing just now; |t'}
| i case of all being In the same baat,

3 | i

-
lcnnquorlng Gan, Vlla, who was mov-
| Ing quickly mouthward.

The lust T saw of Obregon and hia
ii'll'le'!:l wia a4t midnight of the day of the
| Keneral evacustion, It wus a dramatic

farewell.

Exit Was Dramatlo,

I was awakened from sound sleep by |
{an unusual commotion outside. My |
house was on the Fuente de Alvardo, |
the icading thoroughfare out ¢ the |
city. I looked from my window and |
watched & seemingly unending traln of |

|
1

cavalry, infantry and artillery passing:
women and children on foot or In mule
wagona; stolen automoblley containing
the Oenerals and officers, with the'r
wives cr femals companlons; wagons
Inden with stolen furniture and enuni-
tiona of all kinde. It was a mad ka-
leldorcope of ever changing colors;
dashing horsemen almost ronning
down bent women cmrrying bundies or
bables on thelr backs; hoarse orders |
and ribald witticlsms among the sol-
diers,

In the middle of the parade marched
about twenty of the leading clerica of!
the eity, who wers being carried off
for ransom. They were on foot, their
sombre black clothing In striking oon- |
trast to the multicolored blankets
worn by the snldiers and women. Tha\-l
looked llke beaten, terrified mon In the
ghastly white light of the Alckering
arc lamp at the streat cornar  Lines
of cavalry londed rifles reating ready |
on thelr thighs, rods on elther alde of |
the group of hostages.

Thera waa no converaation among |
either captors or prisoners, The priests |
marched two and two, and last of them !
nll came one old fellow-—1 am sure he |
must have heen sixty-flve vears of age
—and as he passed my window |1 raw
him nervously wiping the palma of hln|
hands with & white handkerchief, The
red flag of the ravolution was carried |
in the rear,

I remembered 1t all with startling |
flstinctners aa T sat sipping my after |
Alnner coffes. Acrosas from me. a fow
fest away, sat Obregon, now A& mere |
man like tha rest of us in the rml.arl
dining room. |

And I longed to go nver and ask him |
what he, in his Inmoat saul, thinks of |
President Carranaza. and present con- |
ditions {n his country. Can It ba that
he {8 content to step down aAnd out to
retire forever from the stage where he
cut such a dnshing figure? Tlaving |
once drunk decp of the Intoxicating
cup of unlimited power, can A man of
the Ohregon tempersment contentedly
return to the “settled low content” of
hls old prosale mode of Nving?

Mexiean Conditlons Worae,
Gien, Obrogon made one fandamenial |
mistake when he ruled In Moxleo-—he
overdid the role of tyrant. Thers waas
not a sufloeient leaven of beneyvolenos
in his despatism. There in Httle doubt
Lyt that he could have won the mnesoy
to him if he had made the slightest
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effort to do #o, because he Is the

of ruler the unicttered Mexican Indian
appreciates and’  understands—and
obeys unquestioningly, He might have
bepen a mscond Porfirjo Dias. only he
lacked the deep knowledge of his peo«
ple which helped iho famous dig

to keep hia country peaceful for
longest eonstcutive period in her
tory—~thirty yenrs.

Perhaps his faljure might be ege'
plained, psychologienlly speaking,. by,
the fabled superiority of the ndf&'-"
erner over the southerner; the novtlie?
ern warrior antagonizing by A too St
apoken contempt the penceful, e
roinm, indolent indio of the moum-
ringed valleys of tha anuth, t

The final page of the revolutioN e
yet to be written.. Who knows ;bal’
Obregon may yel be. afforded an 8Ny
portunity of proving himwelf the
ond Diaz? One wonders If the h
of Carranza will ocdupy a positlos ®
prominence in the final chapter, (Tl

1 was speaking to & Hritiah Copspls
recently who hae just eame out of pna
of the southern States of Mexlico, *
says that conditlons in southern Mége
leo are apmliing, ay g

There (8 no law and little andgr,
Bandite ply thelr lucrative calling
throughout the States of <'h|.1pnn.'#’
hanco,: Oaxaoca, the Isthmus  He toas
unable to spank with certainty of cope
ditions around Mexico city and in B,
north. Hardly a werk passes t
somo traln is not hlown up or “Bes
rafled, with the accompanvine masdl-
era or robbery of the passengers, * =

There I8 no more respect for Hhe
person and property of the Fforatig¥ibe
than of the Mexlcan. The Carrarls’
Government seems unable to do @f¥~
thing toward putting a stop to the
anarchy, and conditions grow stéSlfly
worsa as the woeks pams. “ET

The Iargs oitles are held by Governe
ment troops, but banda of rebalno®e
varying rizes audaciously operatéffiy
the Intervening country, almost el
the suburhs of the centres of populas
tion. He spoke peasimistically of thé
outlooi R

*The main ally of the Carranza (e
srnment (s the wnarld war” he

e

L)

“for the renmon that the relels ape
unahle to get arms and sunmunitign
abrond. As saon ps the war ls oyer
arms will e svaiinble almost for the
asking mnd thore I8 every reason .'l?
helleve that the pevolution will fare
un greater than ever, ard Carranza
w!ll surely go undsr. Moexico ta-48v
mors *han ever befars wants a nu?ns
mAan." 1

It remains to be seen {f the hour
will produce the man. It was thought
by many at one time that Huerta was
tha Napoleon who would bring .h
country the blessings of peace; th
thoss who did not know selected
clsca Villa; Felix Diaa tried lm
by tha magic of & name;: who will be
the next? Obregon?

If Mexico cannot bring forth a wan
who will lead her out of the hondifgs
of anarchy 1t Is as certain s that day
followa night thet Uncle Sam will hp
compelled to wada In me soon as the
present fob he hus on hund is fintshea,
Mexico I8 tenmmorartly forgotten IdAhe
exaltemant of tha greatar undsrtak-
ing, but after the great war ia oyver
and the national stock taking {8 on
the great Fowers will have  word th
ey regarding the advantags whkh
Mexico took of thelr preoccupationsto
W treat sand rob the foreign guests
within her gates.

There in a rig!d press eensorshfy In
Mexico and 1ttle of what |« golne’ b
within her borders s permitted taaps
pear in the doily press. The o nditjon
of affalrs there misht be compnrd Lo
that of the ecareless seryvant wWhie,
sweaps the dust under the bed: aha
room, from @ cusunl exdminnblon,

| seema clean, hut the reflise continues

to accumuinte
up some day
Wil Mexico herself olenn houss or

And must Pe cleaned
)

will she hire nutslde Hetn”

THE DUST IN THE SWEEPER,
.Y NLY lInst wrok 1 fonrA
| O Mary's earrltig horo St awmin

the experienced hoseowie
to a younger woman as yet quite” -
experienced In Lousekeeping wiays who
had wondered why the speaker should
look over the wccumulited dust” IMat
she hiad Just shaken out of a l‘.*bet
gweenoer; the Mury referred to beling
the mild emploged in this home.
“Mary vamna to me the spegker
continied, “and sald she had lost ‘orn
nf her earrings and she had lodkid
everywhere for it but  Just simply
conlda’t find it; but 1 knew the likgli~
vt pince 1o look for it, and therd T
did findd 0t In the dust of the cdrpat
sweeper, where muany 2 jewel hans bden
fonimid hefove this and whemne, no dowbt,
mony a4 Jewel has heen lost 1 almayr
Ik over the dust out of A egrpet
sweeper before throwlng it away.'
Upon hearing which the Inexpept-
enced young woman reglstored & men-
tal redolve that when she went: to
housckeeping she would do the same




